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women who are trying to defend his 
country. You may have seen him 
breaking bread with some guys this 
morning. He has put his life on the line 
for his country, and he is not backing 
down, and his bravery has changed the 
world this week. 

We don’t know how things are going 
to unfold over the course of the next 
weeks and months, but Zelenskyy has 
changed the trajectory this week of 
Germany, of Finland, of Sweden, of 
Switzerland, and of kids all over the 7.8 
billion-person planet. Zelenskyy is a 
symbol, and as a courageous man, he 
has already changed the world. He is a 
bigger man than Putin. The whole 
world knows that. Putin’s own army 
knows that. Even Putin’s cronies now 
know that. 

But it is not just the Ukrainians who 
are going to be burying their dead. 
Russians are going to be burying many 
of their sons, as well. Thousands of 
Russians—many of whom are 
conscripts—will have died needlessly 
for Vladimir Putin’s lies and his van-
ity. 

Putin told Russian parents that their 
sons were off on training exercise and 
that they would be welcomed as heroes 
at the end of these exercises. He didn’t 
tell them they would be shot, lit on 
fire, blown to bits. He didn’t say these 
things because he is a liar. 

While we applaud the bravery of 
Ukrainians, we should not overlook the 
humanity of these Russians who will 
also die, for the West’s battle—free-
dom’s battle—is not with Russian 
moms who didn’t even know their boys 
were being deployed, women who would 
not desire to have the dictator Putin 
send their sons to ruin. Human beings 
are made in the image of God and are 
dying, and Vladimir Putin alone bears 
responsibility. 

His evil ambitions are destroying not 
just Ukrainian bodies and souls but 
also Russian bodies and souls, and this 
conflict, this chosen war of aggression 
by Vladimir Putin, is disgusting, and if 
he actually cared for anything bigger 
than his ego, if he actually cared for 
his people, if he actually cared for his 
nation, the generations of Russians 
whom this war is going to impoverish, 
then he would find an off-ramp now. 
That is what a bigger man would do. 

Ukraine, on the other hand, is not 
the aggressor here. We are seeing a 
people fighting for their survival be-
cause Putin has given them no other 
choice, and his thugs will keep on kill-
ing innocents until they are expelled 
from Ukraine’s borders. 

We obviously don’t know how history 
will unfold here, but we do know that 
truth is on the Ukrainians’ side, and 
the truth is this: that the boys of 
Snake Island and President Zelenskyy 
and the broader Ukrainian national re-
sistance are mounting a defense of free-
dom unlike anything the West has seen 
since the end of the Cold War. 

And that is why this story of Snake 
Island matters. It is why Zelenskyy’s 
bravery is so important, not just for 

Ukraine but for the whole world. And 
it is why that little woman’s sunflower 
seeds are so inspired—for ordinary 
Ukrainians are responding to Putin’s 
aggression with extraordinary heroism. 

We should be in awe of what our 
friends are accomplishing. Make no 
mistake though, war is not an abstrac-
tion. Our 21st century jargon about ki-
netic action and lethal force tries to 
paper over a reality as old as Cain and 
Abel. War is young men and young 
women struggling for a last gasp of air 
while their blood soaks into the mud. 

War is started by the old but usually 
waged by the young, and no one in 
their right mind would ever wish for 
war, for it is ugly. But the cause can be 
necessary, and, in this case, the 
Ukrainian cause is just. Their war for 
their country, for their freedom, and 
for their kids’ futures is just. The 
Ukrainians are willing to shed their 
blood for their cause, but, as impor-
tantly, they are willing to soak the 
streets with the blood of Russians, who 
have been sent by the comfortable ty-
rant Putin, who sends his people to die 
pointlessly far from home while he 
consumes the billions that he has sto-
len from those same people. 

Let’s be steely-eyed about the com-
ing days and weeks, because things to-
night, at 4:30 in the morning, in 
Ukraine, are ugly, and they are going 
to get much, much worse. But 
Ukraine’s heroes, despite of the dark 
nights that are ahead—their heroes— 
deserve our reverence. While it is ugly 
in Ukraine, their stories need to be 
told around the world by free people 
who believe in human dignity, for there 
is a great pantheon of freedom fighters 
across time, men and women who have 
died fighting tyrants, and we should 
tell their story. We must celebrate 
their cause, and we should arm them 
with as many Javelins and Stingers 
and rifles as they can possibly use. 

We should ship them rations and 
ammo, and we should share actionable 
intelligence in realtime with them so 
they can try to repel the invading 
force, for as long as they are fighting 
tyrants, America stands with them and 
America will arm them, and I am con-
vinced that this Senate will rise to the 
call to arm these Ukrainian freedom 
fighters in memory of those boys from 
Snake Island and all those who are 
joining their throng. 

Glory to Ukraine. Glory to her he-
roes. America stands with you. 
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MORNING BUSINESS 

WOMEN’S HEALTH PROTECTION 
ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 49 
years ago, the Supreme Court issued 
its landmark decision in Roe v. Wade. 
By an overwhelming, 7–2 vote, the Jus-
tices declared that a woman’s choice to 
have an abortion is a constitutionally 
protected right. 

For nearly five decades, the Supreme 
Court’s holding in Roe v. Wade has en-

sured that millions of Americans can 
access their essential, reproductive 
healthcare rights. But today, Roe v. 
Wade is hanging by a thin thread. A 
majority of the current conservative 
Court appears poised to overturn Roe 
at the first opportunity. It is up to 
Congress to safeguard the protections 
guaranteed under Roe v. Wade by pass-
ing the Women’s Health Protection 
Act, also known as WHPA. 

For decades, abortion opponents have 
waged a relentless assault on women’s 
right to choose. And for decades, the 
Supreme Court—even with conserv-
ative majorities—has protected the 
core principles of Roe. But the tides 
are turning rapidly. 

In December, the Justices heard oral 
arguments in the case of a Mississippi 
law banning nearly all abortions after 
15 weeks of pregnancy. Because the 
Mississippi law is clearly unconstitu-
tional under Roe and its progeny, it 
was blocked by lower courts. But this 
Supreme Court, with its far-right ma-
jority, granted review anyway. And in 
their questioning, several conservative 
Justices seemed ready to overturn Roe. 

This threat to women’s health and 
freedom is unprecedented. In the words 
of U.S. Solicitor General Elizabeth 
Prelogar, who argued before the Su-
preme Court on behalf of the Federal 
Government: ‘‘The Court has never re-
voked a right that is so fundamental to 
so many Americans and so central to 
their ability to participate fully and 
equally in society.’’ 

Even without the threat from the Su-
preme Court, the right of women to 
control their reproductive health and 
lives is under attack. Last year, law-
makers in 47 States introduced more 
than 560 laws imposing new restric-
tions on reproductive rights. 

In the face of this unprecedented as-
sault on reproductive rights, Congress 
must step up and pass WHPA. WHPA 
would protect the right to access repro-
ductive healthcare, free from medically 
unnecessary restrictions, no matter 
where you live. 

I commend Senator BLUMENTHAL— 
the lead sponsor—and all of my col-
leagues who support this important 
and necessary measure, and I hope we 
will have bipartisan support in passing 
it. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

WOMEN’S HEALTH PROTECTION 
ACT 

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I am proud to be an original cosponsor 
of the Women’s Health Protection Act 
and pleased to submit my remarks re-
garding this critical legislation. I re-
gret that I am unable to attend the full 
Senate vote on this bill today due to a 
death in the family. 

The Women’s Health Protection Act 
would guarantee the right to an abor-
tion. The bill would allow a patient to 
access an abortion and ensure pro-
viders are able to deliver those services 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:44 Mar 01, 2022 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G28FE6.031 S28FEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E

---


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-03-01T08:01:30-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




